HA MANDLIK DEFEATED

offence which merited this third invasion of his territory.
The Sultan replied that there was no greater offence than
that of infidelity, and that if he desired to be spared he
must repeat the Mahomedan creed, and embrace altogether
that religion. Ra Mandlik, now thoroughly frightened,
asked for time to think about this proposal, and that
same night fled back to Junagadh.

Mahomed Begarah continued his march, and soon
arrived outside the walls of the town, where he found
the Ra awaiting him. The forts had been well pro-
visioned in the meanwhile, and had been made ready to
withstand a protracted siege. But a great deal of fighting
of a desperate description took place outside the Uparkot,
resulting in heavy losses on both sides, and after three
days the defenders were forced to retire behind the walls
of their stronghold. The Mahomedans now entrenched
themselves, and for many months the situation remained
unchanged. Finally, however, the defending force was
reduced to such straits that its position was considered
untenable. Accordingly the Ra offered to surrender the
Uparkot provided the survivors were allowed to retreat,
the object being to retire to the practically inaccessible
stronghold at the top of the Girnar Hill. Mahomed
agreed to this, but while the Ra and his troops were
making their way towards the Girnar, the Musalmans
attacked them in force and much desperate fighting
took place. As the author of the " Mirat-i-Sikandari"
graphically puts it, " Mahomedans in great numbers on
that day attained the honour of martyrdom, and Hindus
in crowds were sent to hell."

Ra Mandlik, however, and a mere remnant of his
forces, made good their escape to the Girnar fort, and
succeeded in holding out for some time. But provisions
became exhausted, and eventually the Ra was obliged
to beg for quarter. This was granted on condition that
he embraced Islam. After some negotiations the con-
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